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There is an attempt to demonstrate that the death "instinct" is a central
theme in Freud's life and work, a thesis which is well supported and
probably much less disputed than the author implies because Freud him-
self did not address himself to this in his published writings until 1923,
although he had discussed it years earlier. This and other quite plausible
interpretations of Freud's thoughts and motivations are stimulating but do
not justify the subtitle "A New Appraisal." STEPHEN FLECK
EEG AND BEHAVIOR. Gilbert H. Glaser, Ed. New York, Basic Books, Inc.,
1963. 406 pp. $12.50.
This volume is the product of a research conference held at Yale Univer-
sity in November, 1961. Twenty-six participants representing neurology,
psychiatry, physiology and pharmacology dealt with various aspects of
"behavior," with particular emphasis on its electroencephalographic cor-
relates. The book is composed of a number of interesting essays of a
general nature, as well as more or less detailed summaries of specific
research projects. The editor, Dr. Glaser, introduces the volume with a
concise yet detailed description of the normal electroencephalogram and
its reactivity.
The first part of the volume is devoted to "Sensory Systems and Learn-
ing." Wells presents a critical summary of the recent flood of studies of the
electroencephalographic correlates of conditioned responses. Pribram, in
a short essay entitled, "The New Neurology: Memory, Novelty, Thought
and Choice," provides an elegant summary which relates the ultrastructure
of the nervous system to its highest functions. He advances Hyden's
hypothesis which relates the production of RNA in neurons and glial
cells to a mechanism for memory storage.
Part II is devoted to several papers on neuropharmacology. D. X.
Freedman and N. J. Giarman provide a scholarly review entitled, "Brain
Amines, Electrical Activity and Behavior." They critically evaluate the
voluminous literature of this complex area and provide the reader with
a very useful summation. Part III is clinically oriented with reference to
the relationship of behavioral disorders to epilepsy. Several papers are
devoted to an analysis of the EEG correlates of ictal, inter-ictal, and post-
ictal behavior in psychomotor-temporal lobe epilepsy. Goldensohn points
out the limitations of the scalp EEG as an indicator of cerebral function
with regard to consciousness, memory and psychomotor attacks. Henry
provides a thoughtful appraisal of the literature of positive spike discharges
in the EEG, with reference to the significance of 6 and 14 per second
spiking.
Thus, the volume covers a variety of subjects from a variety of view-
points. Like most "interdisciplinary" efforts, a given disciplined reader will
find some topics considerably more stimulating than others. Any reader
with an interest in the nervous system will find at least some sections of
the book of value and worthy of careful review.
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